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WASHINGTON (AP) - The $189 
billion tax cut crafted by House 
Republicans is likely to get nowhere 
in the Senate, Sen. Bob Packwood 
said Sunday, urging his fellow 
Republicans to concentrate on 
reducing the deficit. 

Mr. Packwood, who chairs the 
Senate Finance Committee, which 
oversees tax legislation, said any tax 
cut bill must be accompanied by 
specific plans for cutting federal 
spending. 

“Short of that, I don’t think we 
would consider them at all.” 

The Oregon senator, speaking on 
ABC’s “This Week with David 
Brinkley,” said both Republicans 
and Democrats on his committee feel 
their first job is to reduce the deficit. 

“The best thing we can do for the 


taxpayers of this country is to try to 
move toward deficit reduction, and if 
that gets their mortgage interest 
rates down a point or two, that is 
more important than anything else 
we can do for them,” he said. 

A senior Democrat on Mr. Pack- 
wood’s committee, Sen. Bill Bradley 
of New Jersey, said he found it “very 
difficult to believe the Senate will 
support” the House plan. “I think it’s 
a political document and that’s all,” 
he said on NBC’s'“Meet the Press.” 

The House bill, which cleared the 
Ways and Means Committee last 
week, meets a GOP “Contract With 
America” promise by providing 
families with a $500-a : child tax 
credit, reducing capital gains taxes 


and expanding IRA savings plans. It 
would cut federal revenues by $189 
billion over five years, and, accord- 
ing to Treasury estimates, $630 
billion over 10 years. 

Rep. John Kasich, R-Ohio, the 
chairman of the House Budget 
Committee, promised on compre- 
hensive plan by May for slashing the 
budget deficit while cutting taxes. 

“At the end of the day, we're going 
to be able to show you that the 
American families can have tax 
relief, that we need to grow the 
economy with risk-taking incentives, 
capital gains tax, and, in fact, we can 
balance the budget,” Mr. Kasich 
said on NBC. 



